
A Prayer for the Nigerian Schoolgirls  
O God of mercy and compassion, we come before you to pray for the safe return of the Nigerian 
schoolgirls who were kidnapped from their school, separated from their families, and may be sold into 
slavery and forced marriage. We pray for their safety, swift rescue and return to their homes. 
 
We join our prayers with those of their grieving parents and families. Comfort them in their distress and 
hear our prayers for their beloved daughters.  
 
We pray that the Nigerian government, with the assistance and support of the international community, 
will make every effort to rescue the kidnapped schoolgirls and reunite them with their families. We also 
pray that all nations will affirm the right of girls everywhere to pursue an education, and will protect 
them and their schools from violent and unwarranted attacks.  
 
O God, look with compassion on the Nigerian schoolgirls and all victims of human trafficking and child 
exploitation. We pray for an end to their captivity, for the safety and well-being of children everywhere, 
and the success of efforts throughout the world to end the sin of human trafficking. Amen.  
 
- Prayer courtesy of the U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking (USCSAHT)  

 

Prayer 

Creator of us all, 
our words cannot express what our minds can barely comprehend                                                

and our hearts feel when we hear of children and adults                                                            
deceived and transported to unknown places                                                            

for purposes of sexual exploitation and forced labor                                          
because of human greed. 

Our hearts are saddened and our spirits angry                                                                                           
that their dignity and rights are being transgressed                                 

through threats, deception and force. 
We cry out against the degrading practice of trafficking 

and seek ways for it to end.                                                                          
Strengthen the fragile-spirited and brokenhearted. 

Make real your promises to fill these our sisters and brothers                                                               
with a love that is tender and good                                                                                              

and send the exploiters away empty-handed.                                                                                
Give us the wisdom and courage to stand in solidarity with them,                                                

that together we will find ways to the freedom                                                                               
that is your gift to all of us. Amen. 

 
~Gen Cassani, SSND used with permission~ 

 

 

 

 



Prayer  

And God said: 
I have witnessed the affliction of my people, 

and have heard their cry of complaint against their slave drivers,,  
so I know well what they are suffering. 

~ Exodus 3:7 ~ 
 

Through the testimony of creative charity  
that is a free gift and reflex of God’s compassion, mercy and predilection, 

help us be with those who, though stripped naked by our society and our world, 
are the very people who will precede us in the kingdom of heaven.  Amen. 

 
 

 
Prayer  

“They cast lots for my people and traded boys for prostitutes; 
they sold girls for wine to drink.”  

~ Joel 3:3 ~ 
 

Outcast God, 
Born into poverty in an occupied land, 

Driven from your land as your family fled violence, 
Living alongside the marginalized and the oppressed; 

Dying between criminals to the jeers of the crowd, 
Open our eyes, that we who seek to follow you 

may recognize your face in the faces of those who are enslaved. 
Open our ears, that we who seek to hear your word, 

may recognize your love in the stories which are often drowned out. 
Open our hearts, that we who seek your way of life 

may be bold in witnessing to your longing for justice and peace. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: www.fspa.org 


